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INTRODUCTION:  

The landscape of legal education is undergoing a transformative shift, driven by rapid technological 

advancements, globalization, and evolving policy frameworks. In this context, the role of legal 

educators and researchers has become increasingly dynamic, necessitating a robust understanding of 

not only doctrinal knowledge but also research methodologies, academic integrity, and effective 

publication practices. 

Recognizing this need, a One-Week Online Capacity Development Program on "Legal Education, 

Research, and Publication" was jointly organized by RMLNLU, NLUJ, DAU School of Law, 

Gandhinagar, CNLU, Confederation of Law Teachers New Delhi, GNLU, MNLU Nagpur, NUSRL 

Ranchi, ILI New Delhi, SLS Pune & CTAG NLUD from June 24 to June 30, 2025to equip participants 

with the necessary skills, perspectives, and tools to navigate contemporary challenges in legal 

academia. The program brought together a diverse group of legal scholars, researchers, educators, and 

professionals from across the country and beyond, fostering a vibrant academic environment for 

dialogue, learning, and collaboration. 

Spanning across seven days, the program featured a series of expert-led sessions covering a wide array 

of topics including innovative pedagogical approaches, interdisciplinary legal research, ethics in 

academic writing, digital tools for research, and the nuances of publishing in reputed journals. The 

sessions were carefully curated to balance theoretical insights with practical applications, ensuring that 

participants not only gained conceptual clarity but also actionable takeaways. 

This report presents a detailed account of the sessions conducted, key themes discussed, resource 

persons involved, participant engagement, and the overall impact of the program. It aims to serve both 

as a record of the event and as a reference point for future capacity-building initiatives in the domain 

of legal education and research. 

Common Link to access video recordings of all the sessions 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1UtZqGTKGPZ3n140XTFPyeRWj50AGqHGE?usp=sharing 

 

Objectives of the Program: 

ü To strengthen the theoretical and methodological foundations of legal research. 

ü To enhance participantsô understanding of contemporary issues in legal education. 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1UtZqGTKGPZ3n140XTFPyeRWj50AGqHGE?usp=sharing
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ü To introduce best practices in academic writing and publication. 

ü To promote ethical research practices and academic integrity. 

ü To foster a culture of critical thinking, innovation, and collaboration in legal academia. 

 

Structure of the Program: 

The week-long program was structured around daily expert sessions, interactive discussions, and 

practical guidance. Eminent scholars and legal practitioners were invited to share their insights on 

various sub-themes. 

 

Schedule of Sessions: 

Day 9.30-10.45am 11-12.15pm 1.15-2.30pm 2.45-4.15pm 

One 

24/6  

Empowering Legal 

Education, Research 

and Publication- 

 

Prof  U Baxi/Prof  MP 

Singh/Prof  Lakshminath 

/Prof  Venkat Rao 

Constitution Law 

Education, Research 

and Publication - 

 

Prof  Yogesh Pratap 

Singh 

Rights of  Teachers-

Service Law and 

administrative 

Litigation - 

 

Honõble Justice JR 

Midha/ Prof  BT Kaul 

IPRs education, 

Research and 

Publication - 

 

Prof  Raman Mittal 

Two  

25/6  

IPR Clinical 

Education- 

 

Prof  GB Reddy 

Consumer Law 

Education, Research 

and Publication- 

 

Prof  Ashok Patil 

Corporate Law 

Education, Research 

and Publication - 

Prof  Harpreet 

Kaur/Prof  VK Singh 

Law regulating AI and 

other activities - 

 

Prof  Avinash Dadhich 

Three 

26/6  

Labour Law 

Education, Research 

and Publication - 

 

Prof  SC 

Srivastava/Prof  BT 

Kaul/JS Mann 

Contract Law 

Education, Research 

and Publication- 

 

Prof  Amar Singh/Prof  

RK Singh 

Air and Space Law 

Education, Research 

and Publication - 

 

Prof  V Balakista 

Reddy/Prof  Sandeep 

Bhat 

Tax Law Education, 

Research and 

Publication - 

 

Prof  Manoj Kumar Singh 

Four 

27/6  

Public International 

Law Education, 

Research and 

Publication - 

 

Prof  M. Gandhi/Prof  

VG Hegde 

Private International 

Law Education, 

Research and 

Publication - 

 

Prof  Lakshmi 

Jhumbolkar/Prof  

Govindraj Hegde/Prof  

Nidhi Gupta 

International Trade 

Law Education, 

Research and 

Publication - 

 

Prof  Li Bin /Prof  

Prabhash Ranjan 

Environment Law 

Education, Research 

and Publication - 

 

Prof  Satish S 

Shastri/Prof  Radha 

Seshan/Prof  Sairam 

Bhat 
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Five 

28/6  

Criminal Law 

Education, Research 

and Publication - 

 

Prof  Purvi Pokharial/ 

AOR Jayesh K 

Unnikrishnan 

Cyber Law Education, 

Research and 

Publication - 

 

Adv Rodney D. Ryder 

Quality Legal 

Research-

Contemporary issues 

and promotion- 

 

Prof  Amar Pal Singh 

Empowering Legal 

Education and 

Researchð 

 

JS Mann 

Six 

29/6  

 

Applied Research 

Methodology 

education and 

practice- 

 

Prof  Vimal Trivedi 

Drafting Research 

Proposals-best 

practices- 

 

Prof  Vimal Trivedi 

Admin Law Education, 

Research and 

Publication - 

 

Prof  Yashomati Gosh/JS 

Mann 

Research Grants 

funded by /Dept of  

Justice/NCW/ICSSR/

NHRC- 

Dr OP Vyas/Dr. 

Raghvendra /Dr Richa 

Sharma/Dr Senapati. 

Seven 

30/6  

Role of  IT tools in 

Education, Research 

and Publication - 

 

Prof  MK Bhandari / 

Prof  Sandeep Sancheti 

 

Conducting Legal 

Research-

Contemporary 

Challenges and 

Remedies: 

 

Prof  Anand 

Paliwal/Prof  Anuradha 

Prashar 

Research Publications- 

Contemporary 

Challenges, solutions, 

&best practices: 

 

Prof  KC Sunny/Prof  

Niteesh Upadhayay 

Ethical values- 

Integrity, honesty, and 

sense of  commitment 

in Legal Education, 

research and 

publication - 

Prof. VK Ahuja/Prof. 

M.Sridhar Acharyulu 
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DAY 1 
 

 

Date: June 24, 2025 

SESSION 1: Empowering Legal Education, Research and Publication 

Time: 9:30 AM ï 10:45 AM 

Speakers: 

¶ Prof. (Dr.) Upendra Baxi, Emeritus Professor, University of Warwick & University of Delhi 

¶ Prof. (Dr.) M.P. Singh, Distinguished Professor, Jindal Global Law School & Professor 

Emeritus, University of Delhi 

¶ Prof. (Dr.) A. Lakshminath , Former Vice-Chancellor, CNLU Patna & Founder Chancellor, 

DSNLU Visakhapatnam 

¶ Prof. (Dr.) Venkata Rao, Former Vice-Chancellor of NLSIU, Bangalore, Vice-Chancellor, 

India International University of Legal Education and Research, Goa   

 

The session was introduced by Prof. Jeet Singh Mann, Faculty, NLU Delhi, who welcomed the 

distinguished guests and participants. He set the tone for the day by underlining the importance of 

academic introspection in the field of legal education. 
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Prof. Upendra Baxi began his address by raising four fundamental questions pertaining to legal 

education and research. He critiqued the prevalent tendency among students and educators to skim 

through judgments without understanding their core essence. Prof. Baxi emphasized that a rigorous, 

slow, and reflective reading of judgments is essential to foster analytical legal thinking. He outlined 

the four pillars of research: description, analysis, explanation, and evaluation, and introduced the 

BAOJ framework: belief, attitude, opinion, and judgment, as a method to categorize levels of legal 

understanding. He concluded by asserting that meaningful research demands intellectual integrity and 

patience.  

 

Prof. M.P. Singh graciously continued the discussion, appreciating Prof. Baxiôs insights and stressing 

the need for a return to critical engagement in legal pedagogy. Following him, Prof. A. Lakshminath 

and Prof. Venkata Rao delivered a passionate critique of modern legal research trends.  

 

They highlighted the declining standards due to overdependence on AI tools like ChatGPT and 

rampant plagiarism. Drawing from their decades of experience, they emphasized the importance of 
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ratio decidendi, calling it the cornerstone of sound legal reasoning. They expressed concern over 

commercialized academic publishing and warned against paid publications that lack scholarly merit. 

They concluded with a strong call for originality, utility, and ethical conduct in research. 

 

 

SESSION 2: Constitutional Law Education, Research and Publication 

Time: 11:00 AM ï 12:15 PM 

Speaker: 

¶ Prof. (Dr.) Yogesh Pratap Singh, Vice-Chancellor, National Law University Tripura 

Dr. Aman Deep Singh of RMLNLU welcomed the speaker and attendees, providing a brief 

introduction to the significance of constitutional law in contemporary academia. 
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Prof. Yogesh Pratap Singh delivered an incisive lecture rooted in his unique ñpower perspectiveò 

approach to constitutional law. He highlighted that although constitutional law is fundamental, it is 

often taught superficially in many institutions. According to him, constitutionalism is distinct from the 

constitution, and understanding this difference is crucial. He discussed the vertical division of the 

Indian Constitution into federalism and fundamental rights, arguing that both represent constraints 

on government power.  

 

He emphasized that constitutional provisions like Article 368 must be interpreted through the lens of 

power dynamics, and cited historical cases such as Sajjan Singh v. State of Rajasthan, analyzing the 

concurring opinions of Justices Hidayatullah and Madholkar. 

 

Prof. Singh also stated that judicial independence and free elections are not absolute realities in India 

due to structural and institutional limitations. His teaching philosophy, he said, is to provoke critical 

thinking. He concluded his session with a powerful quote from J.S. Mill on freedom of dissent. 
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SESSION 3: Rights of Teachers ï Service Law and Administrative Litigation 

Time: 1:15 PM ï 2:30 PM 

Speakers: 

¶ Honôble Justice J.R. Midha, Former Judge, Delhi High Court 

¶ Prof. (Dr.) B.T. Kaul , Professor in Charge, Faculty of Law, University of Delhi 

The session was introduced by Dr. Ashwini Kelkar, who provided a comprehensive overview of the 

topic and introduced the speakers. 

 

Justice J.R. Midha began with a personal anecdote from his student and teaching days at the Campus 

Law Centre. He expressed concern over the long-standing issue of adhocism in law faculty 
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appointments and narrated how, during his judicial tenure, he took steps to institutionalize a more 

structured recruitment process. 

 

 

He proposed the creation of a national training and accreditation platform for law teachers, similar to 

the National Judicial Academy for judges. He emphasized that teaching is a specialized skill and drew 

parallels between the role of judges and teachers in engaging their audience. Justice Midha underscored 

the urgency of quality teacher training and policy reform to safeguard the rights of educators. 

 

 

Prof. B.T. Kaul supported this vision, highlighting the need for teacher training before they enter the 

classroom. He spoke about the dearth of practical legal experience among faculty and the substandard 

service conditions in private and deemed universities. He emphasized that quality legal education 

hinges on empowering teachers both legally and institutionally. 
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Prof. Jeet Singh Mann, Faculty, NLU-Delhi, extended the discussion by addressing the arbitrariness 

in recruitment, low pay scales, and lack of grievance redressal mechanisms for teachers. He 

emphasized that the problem lies not in the absence of good teachers but in flawed appointment 

practices. He concluded by calling for collective action and transparent policies to protect educators' 

rights and improve the quality of legal instruction. 

 

SESSION 4: IPRs Education, Research and Publication 

Time: 2:45 PM ï 4:15 PM 

Speaker: 

¶ Prof. (Dr.) Raman Mittal , Senior Professor, Faculty of Law, University of Delhi 

Prof. Jeet Singh Mann, Faculty, NLU-Delhi, introduced Prof. Raman Mittal, noting his extensive 

contributions to legal academia and intellectual property law. 

 

Prof. Mittal began with a philosophical discussion on the relationship between truth and law, 

referencing Jiddu Krishnamurti and Indiaôs national motto to illustrate that truth is a process of 

continuous discovery. He emphasized that legal research, teaching, and publication are interconnected 

processes that demand integrity and inquisitiveness. 
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He critically analyzed the copyright regime, especially post the 2012 amendment aimed at protecting 

authors. Through storytelling, poetry, and referencing historical examples, Prof. Mittal portrayed the 

marginalization of creative contributors in the IP industry. He explored interdisciplinary gaps in IPR 

research, urging scholars to focus on underexplored interfaces like IPR and taxation, labour, health, 

and administrative law.  

 

Prof. Mittal also delved into the dangers of AI in plagiarism, emphasizing that tools like 

ChatGPT can distort academic originality if not properly regulated. He drew distinctions between 

plagiarism rules under UGC guidelines and copyright law, clarifying that infringement may exist even 

when similarity indices are low. 
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The session concluded with questions from the participants, particularly about copyright exceptions, 

AI plagiarism, and ethics in teaching material usage. Prof. Mittal responded by urging greater 

awareness, attribution, and critical academic integrity. 

Conclusion 

Day 1 of the CDP offered a compelling start, making it clear that transforming legal education 

in India calls for more than just policy tweaks; it demands structural reforms, a deep sense of ethical 

responsibility, and bold academic innovation. The conversations and ideas shared werenôt limited to 

classroom teaching alone; they carried the potential to shape institutional frameworks and influence 

national education policies. With a well-crafted agenda and the active involvement of passionate and 

accomplished participants, the program set the tone for an enriching journey ahead, as it dives deeper 

into critical themes around law, research, and academic publishing in the days to come. 
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DAY 2 
 

Date: 25th June, 2025 

SESSION 5: IPR Clinical Education 

Time: 9:30 AM ï 10:45 AM 

Speaker:  

¶ Prof. (Dr.) G.B. Reddy, Vice-Chancellor, The National University of Advanced Legal 

Studies, Kochi (NUALS)  

 

 

On Day 2, the opening session of the Online Capacity Development Programme on Legal Education, 

Research and Publication featured an insightful address by Prof. (Dr.) G.B. Reddy, an expert in IPR 

law and policy, on IPR Clinical Education. Dr. Reddy explored the evolving dynamics of property 

ownership in the knowledge-based digital economy, emphasizing the increasing dominance of 

intangible assets such as intellectual property, data, and brand value over traditional tangible assets 

like land and machinery. He provided an in-depth understanding of the countryôs approach to 

intellectual property management and its strategic importance in national development. He offered 

valuable insights into Indiaôs evolving legal and policy framework, key achievements, and areas 

needing reform. 
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The session addressed the international legal foundations, obligations, and emerging issues related to 

the minimum protection of intellectual property rights (IPRs), with a special emphasis on the TRIPS 

Agreement under the World Trade Organization (WTO) framework. The speaker emphasized the 

critical role of international frameworks in shaping national IP policies and highlighted the 

responsibilities of legal professionals, researchers, and educators in fostering a rights-conscious and 

innovation-friendly environment. 

Participants were guided through India's efforts to simplify IP registration processes, digitize IP 

administration, and improve turnaround time at the patent and trademark offices. The speaker 

highlighted recent reforms, such as expedited examination of patents, support for start-ups and 

MSMEs, and international collaborations with WIPO and other IP offices. 

 

Prof. Reddy advocated that Intellectual Property Rights (IPR), though a distinct field, does not function 

in isolation. Its effective implementation and enforcement depend on its interaction with several other 

branches of law. The interface between IPR and other legal domains is crucial for ensuring that 

innovation, creativity, and commercial interests are protected while balancing public interest and 

justice. 

The session also offered a timely and critical reflection on how IPR shaped the global response to 

COVID-19. The speaker emphasized on the need for a flexible, collaborative, and humanitarian 

approach to IPR during public health emergencies that preserves innovation while serving global 

public interest during public health emergencies that preserves innovation while serving global public 

interest.  

He emphasized the transformative potential of legal education in promoting constitutional values, 

democratic engagement, and social justice. Prof. Reddy highlighted the necessity of aligning legal 
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education with practical training, clinical legal methods, and interdisciplinary learning. He 

underscored the need for research excellence driven by empirical methods, policy orientation, and 

ethical publication practices.  

 

 

Stressing faculty development, he called for regular training on research methodology and blended 

pedagogy. He advocated for innovation in teaching using technology and encouraged institutional 

leadership to foster academic excellence. During the Q&A, he addressed critical themes including 

curriculum reform, inclusion, and skill-based learning. 

 

 

Concluding the session, he urged legal educators to act as change-makers, equipping future legal 

professionals not only with knowledge but also with values, vision, and responsiveness to societal 

needs. 
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SESSION 6: Consumer Law Education and Research  

Time: 11:15 AM ï 12:45 PM  

Speaker:  

¶ Prof. (Dr.) Ashok Ramappa Patil, Vice-Chancellor- National University of Study and 

Research in Law (NUSRL), Ranchi, Former Professor and Chair on Consumer Law and 

Practice, NLSIU, Bangalore  

 

 

The second session of Day 2 focused on the theme of ñConsumer Law Education and Researchò and 

was delivered by Prof. (Dr.) Ashok Ramappa Patil, an eminent scholar and Professor at the National 

Law School of India University (NLSIU), Bangalore. The session was formally introduced by Dr. 

Aman Deep Singh, who outlined the relevance of consumer law in the current legal and educational 

landscape.  

Prof. Patil provided a comprehensive overview of the historical and constitutional foundations of 

consumer protection in India. He traced the development from the Consumer Protection Act, 1986, to 

the Consumer Protection Act, 2019, elaborating on the factors that necessitated the legislative shift, 

including the rise of digital commerce and the emergence of misleading advertisements. He 

underscored the significance of the Central Consumer Protection Authority (CCPA) and its role in 

safeguarding consumer interests. 
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Prof. Patil emphasized the importance of definitions like "consumer," "defect," and "deficiency" under 

the Consumer Protection Act 2019. He clarified that while the Consumer Protection Act is a major 

legislation, other consumer welfare laws and regulations also play a crucial role in defining standards 

and addressing specific issues like adulteration in food (Food Safety and Standards Act) and timelines 

in insurance claims (IRDAI regulations). 

 

 

In addition to legal developments, Prof. Patil emphasised the pedagogical aspects of consumer law, 

advocating for its integration into clinical legal education through practical learning methods such as 

complaint drafting, mock proceedings, and research-based assignments. He identified various under-

explored legislative areas, such as the Legal Metrology Act and the Bureau of Indian Standards Act, 

as valuable subjects for academic inquiry. 
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The session also addressed the accountability of legal service providers, the liability of educational 

institutions, and the evolving role of mediation under the Act. Prof. Patil encouraged institutions to 

engage with the Consumer Welfare Fund for academic and research initiatives and provided guidance 

on scholarly publishing, highlighting the importance of empirical research and contemporary 

relevance. 

 

 

 

Prof. Patil encouraged faculty to engage in empirical research based on their students' clinical work 

and to seek projects from government and private institutions. He highlighted the availability of 

journals, including the International Journal on Consumer Protection, and the importance of adhering 

to citation methodologies and quality standards for publications. He suggested exploring contemporary 

issues by engaging with relevant ministries. 

Funding and Accreditation Opportunities in Consumer Law Prof. Patil informed participants about the 

Central Government Consumer Welfare Fund, which institutions can apply for to support projects and 

capacity building initiatives, including training for consumer commission members and conducting 

moot courts. He also discussed the importance of clinical methods in achieving higher accreditation 

standards under NAAC. 

The session concluded with an interactive discussion, offering critical insights for enhancing teaching, 

research, and practice in the domain of consumer law. 
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SESSION7: Exploring Pedagogy, Research, and Clinical Applications in 

Corporate Law 

Time: 1:15 PM ï 2:30 PM 

Speakers:  

¶ Prof. (Dr.) Harpreet Kaur , Vice-Chancellor, National Law University, Jodhpur. 

¶ Prof. (Dr.) Vijay Kumar Singh ï Professor, School of Law, SRM University, Sonepat. 

 

 

The third session on Day 2 of the Online Capacity Development Programme focused on the crucial 

area of Corporate Law Education, Research, and Publication. It commenced with Dr. Aman Deep 

Singh introducing the session and welcoming the distinguished speakers. He began by presenting the 

impressive academic and leadership credentials of Prof. (Dr.) Harpreet Kaur. In her opening remarks, 

Prof. Kaur humbly acknowledged the introduction and emphasized her identity as a teacher, even while 

holding the position of Vice Chancellor. 

Prof. Harpreet Kaur addressed the long-standing challenge of engaging students in corporate law, often 

perceived as a dry and difficult subject. She proposed innovative teaching methodologies, including 

breaking down legal provisions into relatable stories, using real-world examples like MCA website 

filings, and introducing current market scenarios to stimulate student interest. 
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Prof. Kaur stressed the importance of focusing on concepts rather than statutory sections alone. For 

instance, she advocated for the use of practical examples such as recent advertisements related to 

private placements and IPOs to highlight important legal procedures. She shared a detailed account of 

a collaborative experiential learning project between her university and the University of Miami, where 

students formed a company in the U.S. and then established a subsidiary in India. 

The simulation involved students playing roles such as company secretaries, directors, and regulators. 

She further elaborated on concepts like investor clinics, board simulations, and discussion-based 

pedagogy as tools to enhance classroom engagement. She also underscored the value of integrating 

empirical research into legal teaching and sharing findings through academic publications. 
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The session continued with a talk by Prof. (Dr.) Vijay Kumar Singh, who provided a three-dimensional 

view of corporate law: pedagogy, clinical learning, and research. He stressed the need for continuous 

updating by faculty to match the pace of reforms in corporate governance and business regulations. 

Drawing from personal teaching experience, he suggested internships for teachers with law firms to 

gain practical exposure and proposed role-play exercises to better illustrate corporate law in 

classrooms. He emphasized the importance of multidisciplinary approaches, noting that corporate law 

education must intersect with constitutional law, administrative law, and market principles. Addressing 

questions on decentralized organisations and legal reforms, he provided relevant regulatory examples 

and offered suggestions for further study. 

The session concluded with reflections from Prof. Jeet Singh Mann & Dr. Aman Deep Singh, who 

appreciated the speakers for their practical insights and urged participants to remain curious, research-

oriented, and passionate about teaching. The session proved invaluable in offering holistic insights into 

improving the pedagogy and research culture in corporate law. 

 

SESSION 8: Law regulating AI and other activities 

Time:2:45 PMï 4:15 PM 

Speaker:  

¶ Prof.(Dr.) Avinash Dadhich, founding director of the Dhirubhai Ambani University ï School 

of Law 

The fourth session of Day 2, centred on 'Law regulating AI and other activities', was led by Prof. 

Avinash Dadhich, Founding Director, Dhirubhai Ambani University- School of Law.   
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Introduced by Dr. Aman Deep Singh, Prof. Dadhich began by contextualizing the current geopolitical 

climate and explained why a global constitution for AI and the metaverse remains unlikely. He traced 

the origins of AI back to Alan Turing's work during World War II and elaborated on the evolution of 

AI through its "winters" in the 1970s and 80s to its resurgence in the 2000s, fueled by the rise of data 

and social media. 

 

Prof. Dadhich described different global approaches to AI regulation: the DC model of self-regulation, 

the Brussels model rooted in human rights, and the Beijing model driven by state control. He 

emphasized China's active role in AI regulation and discussed the potential of AI agents in research, 

suggesting these may surpass even PhD scholars in capability. He argued that AI is evolving from a 

tool to an independent research entity and stressed that researchers and legal professionals must adapt 

and learn AI tools to stay relevant. 
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The speaker elaborated on the EU AI Act and its categorization of AI tools based on risk levels. He 

discussed issues such as bias in AI applications, citing examples from the US judiciary, Amazonôs 

hiring practices, and welfare distribution in the Netherlands. Prof. Dadhich also addressed the lack of 

AI and data privacy laws in India and the prospect of a sectoral approach via the Digital India Act. 

 

 

He raised important pedagogical questions, such as valuing innovative ideas over mere originality and 

the role of generative AI in academia. Finally, he discussed the ethical risks of deepfake technologies 

and called for increased awareness and legal preparedness. The session ended with a discussion on AI 

in recruitment and its implications for fairness and legal accountability. 

Conclusion 

Day 2 of the Online Capacity Development Programme brought together a rich blend of 

insights and experiences, sparking thoughtful conversations on the future of legal education, research, 
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and publication. Prof. G.B. Reddy set the tone with a compelling call for reimagining legal pedagogy, 

while Prof. Patil underscored the importance of embedding consumer rights education into the 

curriculum. Prof. Harpreet Kaur and Prof. Vijay Kumar Singh offered practical strategies and fresh 

perspectives in corporate law teaching and research, and Prof. Avinash Dadhich guided participants 

through the evolving challenges of cyber law and AI regulation with a forward-looking vision. 

The sessions went beyond theory, focusing on real-world relevance, interdisciplinary 

connections, and the ethical responsibilities of legal educators. With an emphasis on academic 

innovation, data-driven research, and adapting to technological shifts, the day empowered participants 

with concrete ideas and renewed energy to rethink their roles as legal academics. It was a day shaped 

by intellectual curiosity, meaningful exchange, and a shared commitment to raising the bar in legal 

education. 
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DAY 3 

 
 

Date: June 26, 2025 

SESSION 9: Labour Law Education, Research and Publication 

Time: 9:30 AM ï 10:45 AM 

Speakers: 

¶ Prof. (Dr.) S.C. Srivastava, Former Member, Law Commission of India & President, National 

Labour Law Association 

¶ Prof. (Dr.) Bhushan Tilak Kaul , Former Chairperson, Delhi Judicial Academy & 

Professor-in-Charge, Faculty of Law, University of Delhi 

¶ Prof. (Dr.) Jeet Singh Mann, Principal Investigator, SPARC-IITK Indo-China Research 

Project & Director, Project Director, Ministry of Law & Justice (GOI) Research Initiatives & 

Director, CTAG, NLU Delhi 

 

 

 

In a deeply enriching session, Prof. Suresh Chandra Srivastava offered a critical appraisal of evolving 

labour jurisprudence. Emphasizing case-centric pedagogy, he examined ambiguities in statutory 
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definitions such as "strike," "lockout," and "retrenchment," highlighting how Punjab Land 

Development Corporation v. Labour Court and the constitutional bench in K.N. Joglekar And Ors. vs 

Barsi Light Railway Co. Ltd. widened the retrenchment scope beyond surplus labour. He critiqued the 

absence of a purpose clause in strike/lockout definitions. He called attention to the SAIL v. National 

Union Waterfront Workers case, which overturned the Air India Statutory Corporation, changing the 

legal consequences of contract labour abolition. 

 

 

Prof. Srivastava expressed concern over the gig economy's underrepresentation in three of the four 

labour codes, despite state-level attempts like Rajasthan's and Karnatakaôs legislation. He also flagged 

definitional inconsistencies in the Code on Wages, notably its "50% exclusion rule" and how it departs 

from earlier Supreme Court precedents like Manganese Ore (India) Ltd. v. Chandi Lal Saha. 

 

Prof. B.T. Kaul offered a compelling historical and comparative analysis of labour law, urging 

participants to read the Gajendra Gadkar Committee Report. He traced the evolution of industrial 
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jurisprudence from common law hostility toward labour to statutory protections, with milestones such 

as the Western India Automobile Association case establishing reinstatement rights. He explained the 

significance of The Bharat Bank v. Employees of the Bharat Bank in bringing labour tribunal awards 

under Article 136ôs appellate jurisdiction. Prof. Kaul, along with Prof. Jeet Singh Mann, emphasized 

the need to harmonize statutes, using Baron International v. Indian Oil to demonstrate how conflicting 

labour laws should be interpreted cohesively. They also underlined distinctions in forum choice under 

Section 11A vs. Article 226 and the impact of COVID-19 litigation on working hour regulations and 

emergency powers. 

 

During Q&A, queries on fixed-term employment, unpaid domestic labour (linked to Kirti v. Oriental 

Insurance), and supervisory roles led to nuanced discussions on functional tests versus designations. 

The session concluded with a consensus on modernizing labour laws to reflect socio-technological 

realities. 

SESSION 10: Contract Law Education, Research, and Publication 

Time: 11:00 AM ï 12:15 PM 

Speakers: 

¶ Prof. (Dr.) Amar Singh, Distinguished Professor of Business Laws & Former Dean, National 

Law Universities (Delhi, Jodhpur, HP University) 

¶ Prof. (Dr.) Ravindra Kumar Singh , Professor of Law & Former ICCR Chair Professor, 

Leibniz University, Germany 

The session featuring Prof. Amar Singh and Dr. Ravindra Kumar Singh offered a multi-dimensional 

discourse on contract law's pedagogy, evolution, and practical orientation. The conversation wove 
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together economic theory, legal interpretation, research methodology, and innovative teaching 

practices moving far beyond a conventional lecture. 

 

Prof. Amar Singh began by contextualizing contract law within capitalist economic structures, drawing 

connections between demand forces and the legal constructs of offer and acceptance. He categorized 

contract lawôs relevance across economic systems, capitalist, socialist, and mixed, stressing its 

centrality in private arrangements within capitalist societies and its marginalization under 

administrative regimes in socialist frameworks. Notably, he underscored the implications of market-

driven legal education, advocating for a curriculum that aligns with the realities of legal service 

demands rather than academic silos. 

 

He elaborated on a three-tiered learning model: memorisation, comprehension, and application, 

emphasizing that without the foundational layers, application is moot. He urged that examination 

frameworks and classroom evaluations reflect this hierarchy, assigning greater weight to applied 

understanding. He also shared insights from the NLSôs research practices, notably using "research 
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cards" to systematically catalogue secondary data technique largely unknown among Indian legal 

researchers. His warning against rampant plagiarism, citing Jonathan Gingriôs alarming study that 99% 

of law school projects are plagiarised, added an urgent ethical dimension. He passionately 

distinguished between plagiarism of language and the graver offense of idea theft. 

 

Dr. Ravindra Kumar Singh expanded the discussion with a pragmatic lens. He called for teaching 

methods incorporating bare act readings, the Socratic method, and real contracts. He advocated 

evaluating students based on their engagement with at least five contracts and five judgments per 

semester. Dr. Singh stressed integrating clinical elements into doctrinal subjects, suggesting contracts 

as an ideal gateway. His discussion on contract interpretation, highlighted through the UKSCôs 

decision in RTI Ltd. v. MUR Shipping BV, offered a contemporary take on force majeure clauses and 

performance obligations amidst global sanctions. 
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In the Q&A, nuances of meta-analysis, primary vs. secondary data, and minorsô role in partnerships 

were discussed, reinforcing the depth and interdisciplinarity of the session. This intellectually 

stimulating engagement concluded with an invitation for ongoing dialogue and collaboration. 

 

 

SESSION 11: Air and Space Law Education, Research, and Publication 

Time: 1:15 PM ï 2:30 PM 

Speakers:  

¶ Prof. (Dr.) V. Balakista Reddy, Chairman, Telangana State Council for Higher Education & 

Former Vice-Chancellor, NALSAR University of Law 

¶ Prof. (Dr.) Sandeep Bhat, Director, Centre for Aviation & Space Laws, NUJS Kolkata & 

Member, Expert Advisory Group, ISRO 

 

In a compelling and forward-looking online session, Prof. V. Balakista Reddy and Prof. Sandeep 

Bhatt explored the evolving role of international law in todayôs geopolitical and academic climate. The 

discussion delved into pedagogy, global legal challenges, and the urgent need for recalibrating how 

international law is taught and studied in Indian institutions. 

 

Prof. V. Balakista Reddy opened the session by tracing the historical evolution of international law 

from a Eurocentric framework to a more inclusive and multipolar discipline, reflecting changes in 
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global power dynamics. He emphasized the necessity of breaking away from the "colonial hangover" 

that is still visible in how international law is conceptualized and taught in postcolonial states like 

India. Drawing from his extensive experience at NALSAR University of Law, Prof. Reddy 

underscored the need for international legal education to engage with regional issues, such as climate 

change, cross-border migration, and cybersecurity-while also training students to examine treaties and 

conventions through a Global South lens critically. 

 

He made a strong case for blending theory with diplomacy and field experience, suggesting 

collaborations with international organizations and think tanks. He also shared NALSARôs practice of 

hosting simulation exercises like Model United Nations and moot courts on international disputes as 

practical pedagogical tools. A unique takeaway from Prof. Reddyôs remarks was his emphasis on 

Indiaôs role in shaping ñGlobal International Lawò in the coming decades, especially with its increasing 

influence in multilateral fora such as the G20 and BRICS. 
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Prof. Sandeep Bhatt added a crucial academic dimension by highlighting how international law is often 

reduced to rote memorization of treaties in many Indian law schools. He proposed a shift toward 

analytical teaching methods, prioritizing case analysis, comparative jurisprudence, and a critical 

understanding of international institutions. He discussed at length the necessity of incorporating 

contemporary topics such as investor-state dispute settlements (ISDS), the evolving jurisprudence of 

the International Criminal Court, and the implications of regional trade agreements like RCEP and 

CPTPP. 

 

Prof. Bhatt also stressed the importance of encouraging student research and publication in niche areas 

of international law and lamented the lack of Indian scholarship being cited in global forums. He urged 

law schools to build archives, legal databases, and mentorship networks to support young scholars 

entering the field. 

The session concluded with a vibrant Q&A where participants raised questions on India's stance on 

the Palestine conflict, the effectiveness of international humanitarian law in modern warfare, and the 

future of space law. Both speakers called for a decolonized, practice-oriented, and research-driven 

approach to international law, leaving attendees with renewed urgency and inspiration to engage with 

global legal systems critically. 

SESSION 12: Tax Law Education, Research, and Publication 

Time: 2:45 PM ï 4:15 PM 

Speaker:  

¶ Dr. Manoj Kumar Singh , Associate Professor of Taxation Laws & Executive Director, Centre 

for Tax Laws, NLU Jodhpur 
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In a highly insightful session, Prof. Manoj Kumar unpacked the complexities of taxation law 

and its pedagogy, transforming what is often seen as a dull subject into one full of research and career 

potential. With expertise in direct, indirect, and international taxation, he emphasized that taxation 

should be taught as a branch of public law, not accounting, intertwined with constitutional values, 

economic policies, and global obligations. 

 

Prof. Kumar outlined a layered teaching approach: starting with the historical and constitutional basis, 

moving into theoretical foundations of income heads, and then applying real-world examples like 

salary structures, exemptions, and capital gains. He emphasized teaching case laws, practical exercises 

(such as ITR filing), and developing tax clinics while integrating moot problems and client memo 

drafting into coursework. 

On international taxation, Prof. Kumar highlighted the importance of DTAAs, transfer pricing norms 

under OECD and UN models, and taxation challenges in the digital economy, including the now-




















































































